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Rick Mueller; writer, presenter, and
advocate, is so full of life one might
think-he takes pep pills for energy.
Turns out the only medication he re-
lies on is the sweemess of life and a
host of antretroviral drugs he needs
to keep-his T cell count up because
he is HIV positve.

The full of energy Muelleris a spark
Ecq he seems to be constantly on the
go. He has traveled the éntire world
since being diagnosed and cycled in
more continents than most Americans
have ever visited.

Mueller's-mission in life, other
than biking across Africa, is to build
pride among individuals with HIV. He
wants mnom;n to know that this com-
munity-is here and not going awav.

He also feels very m_mmmwou.mwo:
about helping young people make
good choices and has made education
his mission.

“If T can help educate someone
vounger than me, gay, straight or
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whatever about my -story. and help
them make healthier choices and pre-
vent someone from mnman the virus
it’s all worth it,” he said. —

An avid fitness and exercise fa-
natic, he is also one of benween 33.4
and 46 million people currently liv-

ing with HIV. But the virus has never
slowed him down.
He has lived ,,.W_.._D this fact since
the early 1980s.
Sounding somewhat incredulous
he feels lucky to be alive.
~ “I have been very lucky.” he said.
“I don'tknow why Iam alive. It makes
life more difficult, but it also made
me slow down and really start living.”
Living in Queens for almost 20
vears, Mueller became well-known for
his dedication to advocacy work on
behalf of the HIV infected. He has
been involved with the Quéens Les-
bian and Gay Pride Center since it
opened in 1996.
To build awareness of the virus he
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designed and runs a special pro-
m_.mE called “Pride not Prejudice-

HIV and Pride" that visits public
schools to tedch students abourt safe
sex and HIV education.

“The program deals with issues
kids face," he said. “Thése are mat-
ters of safe sex. dating nnm: E,n sce-
narios and other mn#.cw_ issues.’

He doesn't sugar coat his message
as he feels it's important to expose
young peopleto _.En&nnm education.

" The 90-minute pro-
gram; begun in January, -
has been very successful -
and wna:mw:. much at-
_”obc,on to dnﬁn_wnﬂ s

ﬁ...o gram w vere re
featured on w cal nmmwn
mnmmob 7|M»H mn_n_ he
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- advocacy work. ;
“It's a greatprogram

mbm the kids are fantas- -

" he said. .

Sco:ﬂ. hasbeen of-
ficially sanctionéd by the Department
of Education as 2 wwaa.wmﬁn vendor.
The DOE has already bought 10 pre-
sentations from him since he began
visiting schools in January.

The school presentation begins
with his sometimes graphic, always en-
gaging story of coming of age in New
York in the late 70s as a gay man.
During the presentation to a teenage
audience he spares few details cmvm._.-
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y ing atclubs and making whathe calls
“some bad choices.”

Shunning a soft approach Mueller
said, “Iwant to be as open as I can.’

The program then moves to a pro-
duction of a short play :mwsm several
professional actors.

Theplay, titled, “A Message From
Rhonda" was written by Mueller him-
self and races the ﬁwﬁ_um of three high
school students that contract HIV
within the course of a school year.

The program is de-
signed to build aware-
ness about HIV in’ all
voung people and is
not aimed at the les-
bian, gay or bisexual
community. He men-
tions that the program

_ “deals with homopho-
bia 2 bit,” butis focused
on building pride in
all communities.

Funding for the pro-
gram comes from a grant
secured by City Council

Speaker Christine

Quinn to the QLGPC,
which in turn provides
monies to /mnnmoﬂ. for the program.

“My life is pretty g good now,” the
middle- aged writer “and advocate
said ,,w:_,n relaxing on a couch in
his cozy home. =

A feeling of accomplishment
washing over him, he said, "My
play, I'think I am going towin the

Pulitzer Prize. I have dreams; there
is possibilities. HIV
death sentence.”
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